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:he larger studio films that Utah will gain with the Motion Picture 
Incentive change." 

Though no changes have been made official, the governor indi­
cated that this would be a top priority for 2009. After all, if a $33 
million movie like High School Musical 3 can generate $13 million 
in spending for the state, imagine what the next Michael Bay proj­
ect could do! 

Film commission director Marshall Moore promises that any 
change to the current incentive would not be an attempt to oust 
lhe indies. "By making the improvements to the film incentive 
program we will be able to continue attracting the smaller inde­
pendent films and go after an ongoing television series and the 
large-budget films, as well." 
UTAH FILM COMMISSION 801/538-8740; FILM.UTAH.GOV 

O la. WILMINGTON. NORTH CAROLINA 
RECENT FILMOGRAPHY: Nights in Rodanthe, A Good Old 

Fashioned Orgy, The Marc Pease Experience KEY INCENTIVE: 15% 
lax credit. While fairly unassuming to some, the North Carolina 
city on the Cape Fear River is anything but to moviemakers in the 
know. Wilmington's impressive indie filmography, which includes 
Blue Velvet and Evil Dead II-has not happened haphazardly. 

The biggest reason for the city's ability to harbor moviemakers 
is the EUE Screen Gems Studios, the largest television and movie 
production facility outside of California. This is a title, though, 
lhat they aren't satisfied with, as they are set to open the doors to 
a 10th stage in the spring. It will be the third biggest stage in the 
United States and will house a massive special effects water tank. 

This expansion is just another example of the locale's dedica­
tion to moviemaking. Other examples of this commitment in­
clude a full 15 percent tax credit on productions over $250,000, 
a reduced sales and use tax waiver and several local film festivals 
and netvvorking events. 

"If we could, I would seriously make every movie in Wilming­
ton," moviemaker Danny McBride (The Foot Fist Way) told Website 
IFilm while on set of the HBO series, "East Bound and Down." 
WILMINGTON ~EGIONALFILM COMMISSION 910/343-3456; WWWWILM· 

INGTONFILM.COM 

0 19. BOISE. IDAHO 
RECENT FILMOGRAPHY: Bi the Way, A Season/or Brooding, 

The Sanguinarian KEY INCENTIVE: 20% rebate. "Having moved 
10 Boise a few years ago from Los Angeles, I was struck by how easy 
it was to join the local fiJm community here and get films made," 
marvels moviemaker Thomas Lewis. Lewis has since directed two 
shorts in Boise, for whichhe has leaned heavily on the local com­
munity. "In both cases, crewing up and casting was simple due 
to the small size of the community here," he explains. "Everyone 
knows one another, so getting good, competent players is easy, as 
opposed to having to do Craigslist applications in Los Angeles." 

The numbers back up Lewis' glowing words. In the city, whose 
population rests at slightly over 200,000, the citizens enjoy three 
colleges, several technical schools and a cost of living that's six 
percent lower than the national average. 

Realizing his words could bring an influx of moviemakers to his 
city, compromising its small-town charm, Lewis jokes that "Maybe 
I should be keeping my mouth shut!" 
IDAHO FILM OFFICE 208/334-2470; WWW.FILMIDAHO.ORG 

O 20. DENVER. 
COLORADO 
RECENT FILMO­

GRAPHY: The Lucl<y
 
Ones, Imagine That,
 
Serotonin Rising KEY
 
INCENTIVE: Cash
 
rebate on 10% of
 
below-the-line costs
 
• If 300 sunny days a
 
year and a 10 percent
 
cash rebate on below­

the-line production
 
costs don't sound bad,
 
then you might be among the growing number of moviemakers
 
considering Colorado's capital city of Denver as a shooting loca­

tion. In March of 2008, the state also introduced a bill that will
 
create a $25 million tax credit program, intended as a stimulus
 
bill to attract more productions and create additional entertain­

mentjobs.
 

"The sad fact is Colorado loses out on tens of millions of dollars 
in business every year because we don't have a sufficient film in­
centive program," state Representative Cheri Jahn said in a press 
release addressing the reason the new bill had to be constructed. 
Jobs in the state have already grown more than 0.6 percent since 
2000 and now, with the possibility of the passing of this bill, fur­
ther film industry growth seems to be on the horizon. 

Of all the Colorado cities that benefit from these incentives, 
the Mile High City is a great place to be in 2009. "We just don't 
have an ocean," says Kevin Scott, film and event liaison for Denver 
Cultural Affairs, of the only downfall of filming in the city. "Other­
wise, it's rea(ly diverse. Even in old neighborhoods and especially 
in the new neighborhoods ... there's a lot of variety around Colo­
rado and Denver in particular." 

In 2007, director Karey Kirkpatrick used Denver as a back­
drop for Imagine That, starring Eddie Murphy and Thomas Haden 
Church. Producer Lorenzo di Bonaventura told the Rocl<y Moun­
tain News at the time that the main advantage of filming there was 
that "the city hasn't been used a lot, so there are a lot of choices, 
and everything feels fresh." After word gets out, however, that 
probably won't be the case for long. 
DENVER OFFICE OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS 720/865-4311; WWW.DENVER­

GOV.O~G/FILM 

0 21. BOZEMAN. MONTANA 
RECENT FILMOGRAPHY: A Forl< in the Road, Layover, Psycho 

Sheep a/Butte KEY INCENTIVE: 14% refundable tax credit on 
hired Montana labor. "This isn't Studio City," asserts Psycho Sheep 
o/Butte creator Colin McWilliams, "but the [Gallatin] Valley is 
thick with media moguls, industry veterans, independent produc­
ers, live theater, skilled laborers and hungry, hard-working film 
students. And they share the homegrown work ethic that makes 
Montana labor well regarded in Hollywood." 

It's this amalgamation of a small-town attitude bolstered by 
its college town arts scene with a splash of Hollywood experience 
that is the crux of what makes Bozeman a place to thrive. 

The financial benefits are certainly important as well, and Boze­
man delivers. Montana caters to moviemakers with its Big Sky on 
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